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time, geographical studies which had been so much
neglected in France, had, as a result of the war of 1870,
which showed how necessary they were, again occupied
public attention, and the learned societies which had
inscribed geography in their programme commanded
plenty of support.
" Thus   at   the   Antwerp   International   Congress,
General Heine propounded the interoceanic scheme
due to M. de Gogorza, and at the Paris Congress in
1875 the same subject occupied several sittings when I
was in the chair.   The information necessary for dis-
cussing the question in detail was not then forthcoming,
and all that could be done was to express approval of
the principle and convoke for a near date a special
congress, or, it should rather be said, an international
jury, to collect and collate all the necessary documents,
and to form a definite opinion, after full deliberation,
as to the technical and financial possibility of the work.
"This resolution had the effect of giving a fresh
impetus to the explorers and the authors of the scheme,
all of whom were anxious to submit to the Congress
complete and accurate plans.    So that as soon as the
proposed congress was announced, two companies were
formed for making fresh expeditions, one of which
visited Nicaragua,  following  the  original   route  of
Thome" de Gamond and Blanchet, while the other,
under the conduct of General Tiirr, explored the more
southern regions of Darien and Panama, marching in
the steps of Garella, Lacharine, and Selfridge.    The
three years between 1875 and 1879 were fruitful in
-  active researches and energetically conducted explora-
tion.   At the same date the expeditions set on foot by